
Background 
• Infants are sensitive to ancestrally recurrent threats such 
as snakes and spiders (e.g., LoBue, Rakison, & DeLoache, 2010; Rakison & Derringer, 2008) 

• Plants have been central to human life across 
evolutionary time (e.g., Cordain, et al., 2000; Ungar & Sponheimer, 2011), but have 
potentially harmful toxins and physical defenses (Keeler & Tu, 1983)  

• In the absence of social information, 8- to 18-month-olds 
show a striking reluctance to touch plants compared to 
other objects (Elsner & Wertz, under revision; Wertz & Wynn, 2014a)  

• Adults treat pointy geometrical shapes as threat-relevant 
in some contexts (i.e., perceived as more aversive; more 
difficulty disengaging attention; e.g., Larson, et al., 2007)  

Current Study: Research Questions 

• Is the reluctance to manually explore objects influenced 
by the presence of pointy-shaped elements (i.e., thorns)? 

• Does this response depend on the context in which the 
thorny elements are presented? 

Materials and Methods 

• Object exploration paradigm with 8- to 18-month-old 
infants (N = 42; 19 female; age range = 7;30 - 7;27)

Discussion 

• Infants are reluctant to touch plants compared to other 
object types, replicating previous results (Elsner & Wertz, under revision; 

Wertz & Wynn, 2014a) 

• Infants spend less time touching plants than artifacts, and 
thorny objects compared to non-thorny objects, but treat 
thorny plants and non-thorny plants the same 

• Infants exhibit the fewest touches to plants, especially the 
thorny parts of plants 

• Infants show plant-specific behavior in both initial 
reaching and subsequent manual exploration 
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